SUN AND THE BIBLE

peror! Now lie would pay for all his sacrileges by
being compelled to go back to the midst of the
foreigners. Again it was a demonstration of the
efficacy of the village gods; they were good, they
never failed.

However, some of the Blue Valley villagers
really felt sorry for Wen when he was driven out
into that night of a most condign punishment.
Nothing is more terrible to the Chinese than ban-
ishment, and to the simple villagers who lived be-
neath the great shadow of the Plowshare Moun-
tain "Wen was condemned most condignly.

Can we not imagine Wen, as he stood in the
midst of that family circle which now he was to
leave practically forever? There is something of
weeping and something of tender hands held out
to hold him back, for to the simple-hearted women
of the family Wen is going out to a punishment
almost as terrible as that of the execution-ground
itself. The old father looks dubiously at his son.
Da Ko sent Wen back from the Ocean-men's land
to reform his ways, and Wen had only come back
to Blue Valley to commit the greatest sacrilege
ever known in its midst. His banishment com-
mences with the boat that leaves at dawn. But
there is no sleep for the members of that family
circle. Even the departure of the two lost broth-
ers was not attended by such anxiety as is this;
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